
For more information on the Leadership Grant process, please contact Angela Dethlefs-Trettin,  
Chief Community Impact Officer, trettin@desmoinesfoundation.org, (515) 244-0340. 

 

 

 

Grantmaking Focus Areas 
Rooted in community plan alignment to advance  

quality of life in Central Iowa: 

Projects within any focus area(s) should utilize  
equity-centered strategies for  
strengthening our community: 

Arts and Culture 
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural Assessment, Downtown DSM: 
Future Forward 
 

Advance regional cultural priorities through initiatives that 
leverage arts for social impact. 

Community Betterment 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Challenges for Mental Health, 
Community Health Needs Assessment, DART 2035, Des Moines Regional 
Workforce Housing Strategy, Des Moines Vision 2031, Downtown DSM: Future 
Forward, Housing Tomorrow Plan, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, Mid Iowa 
Planning Alliance, Nuestro Iowa Report, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan, United Way of 
Central Iowa 5 Elements of a Thriving Community, Unsheltered Des Moines Study 

Increase availability and improve access to effective 
mobility & transportation solutions.  
Increase availability of supportive services and improve 
access to safe and affordable permanent housing 
solutions. 

Prioritize inclusive economic development strategies that 
address inequities and foster community development. 

Education  
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural Assessment, Nuestro Iowa 
Report, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, United 
Way of Central Iowa 5 Elements of a Thriving Community 

Partner for academic achievement through collaborative 
initiatives that support students and families, particularly 
those identified with multiple barriers to educational 
attainment and success.  
 

Health 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental Health Crisis Plan, 
Challenges for Mental Health, Community Health Needs Assessment, Housing 
Tomorrow Plan, Nuestro Iowa Report, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, 
Refugee Community Plan, The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan, United Way of 
Central Iowa 5 Elements of a Thriving Community, Unsheltered Des Moines Study 

Advance access to physical and mental health resources 
through systemic efforts that support populations facing 
inequitable barriers.     

Social Capital 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental Health Crisis Plan, 
Challenges for Mental Health, Community Health Needs Assessment, Des Moines 
Vision 2031, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, Housing Tomorrow Plan, Nuestro 
Iowa Report, One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan 

Empower and engage diverse community voices to lead 
initiatives that develop and coordinate solutions to critical 
community needs. 

Strengthening Individuals and Families in our Community 
AARP Age Friendly City, Capital Crossroads, Children’s Mental Health Crisis Plan, 
Challenges for Mental Health, Community Health Needs Assessment, Des Moines 
Regional Workforce Housing Strategy, Ending Youth Homelessness Plan, Nuestro 
Iowa Report, One Economy Blueprint,  OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, 
The Path Forward, The Tomorrow Plan, United Way of Central Iowa 5 Elements of 
a Thriving Community, Unsheltered Des Moines Study 

Connect support systems for vulnerable individuals and 
families. 

Develop progressive strategies and systemic solutions 
that address homelessness, reduce instances of food 
insecurity, expand supportive services and safe, affordable 
housing, increase access to care and/or open stronger 
financial futures. 

Workforce Development 
Capital Crossroads, Central Iowa Regional Cultural Assessment, Children’s Mental 
Health Crisis Plan, Community Health Needs Assessment, Des Moines Regional 
Workforce Housing Strategy, Mid Iowa Planning Alliance, Nuestro Iowa Report, 
One Economy Blueprint, OpportUNITY, Refugee Community Plan, United Way of 
Central Iowa 5 Elements of a Thriving Community 
 

Expand opportunities for individuals who have 
experienced workforce disruption to upskill and re-skill 
through education/certification attainment, job training 
and employment connections. 

 

2023 Leadership Grant Priorities  

http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.dsmpartnership.com/downtowndsmusa/filesimages/PDFs/DSM%20Vision%20Plan_Book.pdf
https://www.dsmpartnership.com/downtowndsmusa/filesimages/PDFs/DSM%20Vision%20Plan_Book.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.broadlawns.org/filesimages/About/2021%20PRC%20CHNA%20Report%20-%20Central%20Iowa.pdf
http://ridedart.com/sites/default/files/media-center/news/DART-Forward2035PlanUpdate-FinalReport-NoAppendix_optimized.pdf
https://www.herewegrow.city/reports/regional-workforce-housing-strategy-(full-text)
https://www.herewegrow.city/reports/regional-workforce-housing-strategy-(full-text)
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
https://www.dsmpartnership.com/downtowndsmusa/filesimages/PDFs/DSM%20Vision%20Plan_Book.pdf
https://www.dsmpartnership.com/downtowndsmusa/filesimages/PDFs/DSM%20Vision%20Plan_Book.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/_files/ugd/ba4e6e_4b048c4be9bf41ccbdd055cab1ae0de0.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_385cd48454c14989a04e9ba1cadadd08.pdf
https://midiowaplanningalliance.com/ceds/
https://midiowaplanningalliance.com/ceds/
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://d52acf30-0a19-4d38-9f0f-a7fd89598ddf.filesusr.com/ugd/55de21_c425a0fb45d74889b6ca2eb8b43e7d96.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity-plan
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_fd2c93469a1d4a459ce0b53b1b727592.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_f1fa76f13a4949e1bf19e04e4e7a5fb6.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
http://bravogreaterdesmoines.org/documents/cms/docs/Regional-Cultural-Assessment-Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://d52acf30-0a19-4d38-9f0f-a7fd89598ddf.filesusr.com/ugd/55de21_c425a0fb45d74889b6ca2eb8b43e7d96.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity-plan
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.broadlawns.org/filesimages/About/2021%20PRC%20CHNA%20Report%20-%20Central%20Iowa.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/_files/ugd/ba4e6e_4b048c4be9bf41ccbdd055cab1ae0de0.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/_files/ugd/ba4e6e_4b048c4be9bf41ccbdd055cab1ae0de0.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://d52acf30-0a19-4d38-9f0f-a7fd89598ddf.filesusr.com/ugd/55de21_c425a0fb45d74889b6ca2eb8b43e7d96.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity-plan
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_fd2c93469a1d4a459ce0b53b1b727592.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_f1fa76f13a4949e1bf19e04e4e7a5fb6.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Nonprofit%20Resources/Final%20UWCI%20Report%206_2_15.pdf
https://www.broadlawns.org/filesimages/About/2021%20PRC%20CHNA%20Report%20-%20Central%20Iowa.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
https://guidedsm.dmgov.org/system/resources/W1siZiIsIjIwMTYvMTIvMjEvNHhtbGt6bGo1NF9DRE1fU3RyYXRlZ2ljX1BsYW5fRXhlY3V0aXZlX1N1bW1hcnlfMjAxNl8yMDE3LnBkZiJdXQ/CDM%20Strategic%20Plan%20Executive%20Summary%202016-2017.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_385cd48454c14989a04e9ba1cadadd08.pdf
https://www.pchtf.org/_files/ugd/ba4e6e_4b048c4be9bf41ccbdd055cab1ae0de0.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://d52acf30-0a19-4d38-9f0f-a7fd89598ddf.filesusr.com/ugd/55de21_c425a0fb45d74889b6ca2eb8b43e7d96.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity-plan
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_fd2c93469a1d4a459ce0b53b1b727592.pdf
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/documents/ttp-final.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2018/action-plans/des-moines-progress-report-2018.pdf
http://www.capitalcrossroadsvision.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CXR2-final-strategy.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.orchardplace.org/filesimages/pdfs/Crisis%20report%202-8-17.pdf
https://www.broadlawns.org/filesimages/About/2021%20PRC%20CHNA%20Report%20-%20Central%20Iowa.pdf
https://www.herewegrow.city/reports/regional-workforce-housing-strategy-(full-text)
https://www.herewegrow.city/reports/regional-workforce-housing-strategy-(full-text)
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_385cd48454c14989a04e9ba1cadadd08.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://www.iowalatinxproject.org/_files/ugd/e52dda_dc5a256308094c71afe042f82b87373f.pdf
https://d52acf30-0a19-4d38-9f0f-a7fd89598ddf.filesusr.com/ugd/55de21_c425a0fb45d74889b6ca2eb8b43e7d96.pdf
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/opportunity-plan
https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/filesimages/Research%20Community%20Initiatives/Refugee%20Community%20Plan%20Exec%20Summary.pdf
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_fd2c93469a1d4a459ce0b53b1b727592.pdf
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https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f
https://www.homewardiowa.org/_files/ugd/253e08_f1fa76f13a4949e1bf19e04e4e7a5fb6.pdf
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https://www.herewegrow.city/reports/regional-workforce-housing-strategy-(full-text)
https://midiowaplanningalliance.com/ceds/
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https://www.unitedwaydm.org/united-to-thrive?hsCtaTracking=b34cad86-d83b-467d-a50b-1b1a15842b09%7C3bfc9a21-ac53-49fe-84e8-5ddfd6aefd3f

